
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
WASHINGTON STATE INVESTS $125,000 TO ASSIST AIM AEROSPACE 
INNOVATION AND EXPANSION 
 
 

 
 
Sumner, WA – September 25, 2018 – The Washington State Department of Commerce today 
announced a $125,000 grant to the Economic Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County 
that will support capital investments by AIM Aerospace, a growing Washington-based advanced 
carbon fiber manufacturer. The grant from Governor Inslee’s economic development strategic 
reserve account will assist expansion and job creation at AIM facilities in Pierce and King 
Counties.   
 
AIM Aerospace has already begun to move its Auburn operations to Sumner, and work is 
underway to turn its Sumner and Renton locations into world-class aerospace manufacturing 
facilities. The company will expand its carbon fiber advanced manufacturing technologies for 
military, commercial aerospace, engines, secondary/primary structures and unmanned aerial 
vehicles.  
 
AIM Aerospace CEO, Daniele Cagnatel, states, “We are excited to have the Governor’s support 
as we are creating a better company that is more technologically advanced in the State of 
Washington, while adding more value to our customers, our employees, and our shareholders.” 
 
“This is a fantastic opportunity to create good-paying manufacturing jobs, especially in our 
South Sound region. Our state is home to so many innovative world-class companies and it’s 
exciting to be part of helping them expand and grow,” said Gov. Jay Inslee. 
 
City of Sumner Mayor Bill Pugh said, “We appreciate the State of Washington’s investment in 
keeping good jobs available in communities like Sumner. We have over 14,000 people working 
in our Manufacturing Industrial Center, and whether they roast coffee or build airplanes, they 
are supporting their families and helping us invest in a strong future.” 
 
An exciting new development for these projects comes with the collaborative robots that will 
aid AIM Aerospace employees. The new robots will assist their human counterparts for years to 
come, helping to create new jobs. In fact, AIM Aerospace expects to grow 10 percent year-over-
year for the next four years, reaching an overall increase of 30 percent for its entire workforce 
by 2023. 
 
“We believe that a good quality of life starts with a good job,” said Bruce Kendall, president and 
CEO of the Economic Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County. “AIM Aerospace’s 
commitment to invest in Pierce County means more great jobs for the citizens of our county and 
the South Sound.” 
  



ABOUT AIM AEROSPACE, INC. 
AIM Aerospace, is an advanced carbon fiber manufacturing company offering a full line of 
services from design, analysis, prototyping and intelligent automated production of advanced 
composite products. AIM Aerospace has been manufacturing and engineering products for the 
aerospace and defense markets for over 30 years. With 5 Center of Excellence locations, 
including a Research and Technology Center in California, AIM Aerospace provides 
manufacturing technologies that will define the way we fly. aim-aerospace.com 
 
About the Economic Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County 
Founded in 1978 as a private nonprofit, the EDB focuses its work on recruiting new firms to 
Pierce County, retaining those that are here, and helping all of them expand. The EDB supports 
companies to create new jobs and to grow the economy of the South Sound and Washington 
State, USA. In the past two decades, the EDB has worked with companies that have made over 
$1.6 billion in capital investments and created over 25,000 jobs. edbTacomaPierce.org  
 
 
Media Inquiries: 

Molly Hodo 
Director of Marketing  
AIM Aerospace 
Molly.hodo@aim-aerospace.com  
 
Jenn Adrien 
VP for Communication 
Economic Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County 
jenn@edbtacomapierce.org  
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